Scanning “The Tide Rises, The Tide Falls” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Beats Feet Meter (Stressed & Unstressed Syllables) Rhyme Scheme
7 3 The tide rises, the tide falls, a
9 4 The twilight darkens, the curlew calls; a

8 4 Along the sea-sands damp and brown b
8 4 The traveler hastens toward the town, b
8 3 And the tide rises, the tide falls. a
8 4 Darkness settles on roofs and walls, a
10 4 But the sea, the sea in the darkness calls; a
9 4 The little waves, with their soft, white hands, c
8 4 Efface the footprints in the sands, c
8 3 And the tide rises, the tide falls. a
9 4 The morning breaks; the steeds in their stalls a
8 4 Stamp and neigh, as the hostler calls; a
8 4 The day returns, but nevermore d
8 4 Returns the traveler to the shore, d
8 3 And the tide rises, the tide falls. a

***This poem is primarily written in rhymed, iambic tetrameter.***

Steps to Scanning a Poem:

1. Read the poem, marking stressed syllables (usually with an ~ for unstressed and an “ for stressed) with boldface.

2. Count up the number of syllables per line you see. Also mark the rhyming lines with a, b, ¢, d, etc.

3. Using the syllable counts (or beats) and marked up poetry, determine how the metric feet are arranged, and note the
number of feet per line. Remember that metric feet are just chunks of stressed and unstressed syllables in patterns.
They can come in the following combinations:

a. Iamb (Tambic): UNSTRESSED + STRESSED (example: de-stroy)

b. Trochee (Trochaic): STRESSED + UNSTRESSED (example: Eng-lish)

c. Spondee (Spondaic): STRESSED + STRESSED (example: foot-ball)

d. Anapest (Anapestic): UNSTRESSED + UNSTRESSED + STRESSED (example: in-ter-rupt)

e. Dactyl (Dactylic): STRESSED + UNSTRESSED + UNSTRESSED (example: straw-ber-ry)
4. After figuring out the feet per line and syllable patterns, identify the type of feet the poem predominantly uses.
5. Select the predominant feet per line in the poem to name the meter.

1=Monometer
2=Dimeter
3=Trimeter
4=Tetrameter
5=Pentameter
6=Hexameter
7=Heptameter
8=0Octameter
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